Honors Challenge Systems in SLC Schools

The following information was created by participants at the end of the Fall 2007 Honors Challenge B cross-school seminar based on their understanding of the current status of the Honors Challenge systems in four of the five SLC schools. While this information alone may be useful to schools as they consider modifications of their Honors Challenge systems, for more complete and up-to-date information please contact the following people. Please note that they may need to forward you to others in their school who are have even more information:

Bonny Eagle – Joyce Turrell, joyce_turrell@sad6.k12.me.us, 642-9080

Lewiston – Mike Hutchins, mhutchins@lewnet.avcnet.org, 795-4190

Noble  – Kevin Perks, kperks@sad60.k12.me.us, 676-2843

Oxford Hills – Chris Record, crecord@sad17.k12.me.us, 743-8914

South Portland – Laurie Wood, WoodLa@spsd.org, 767-3266

How do Honors Challenge tasks relate to tasks “regular” students are doing? 

· They are direct extensions of “regular” tasks (15 participants)

· They are separate tasks done in addition to “regular” tasks (10 participants)

· They are separate tasks done instead of “regular” tasks (9 participants)

· They are described as the highest level of achievement in regular tasks (2 participants)

· Other (2 participants)

Honors Challenge tasks in my class are:
· Similar in rigor to “regular” tasks (1 participant)

· More rigorous than “regular” tasks (11 participants)

· I have yet to do any in my class (1 participant)

· I include high quality and content in “regular” tasks (1 participant)

What is the process for deciding if a student has successfully completed an Honors Challenge? How will this completion affect a grade?
· Rubrics (4 participants)

· Reflection (1 participant)

· Calculated into grade as other assignments are (2 participants)

· If they earn a 3 on a 4-point standards-based rubric – they must do this on 85% of the assignments by year end (1 participant)

· Completed “A Layer” assignment correctly (1 participant)

· Completion of all “H” assignments = H on transcript (rubrics etc. used to give grade (3 participants)

· Evaluated by a panel of content area teachers, will not affect the grade but receives “honors” designation (1 participant)

· Students contract to do Honors Challenge at start of semester (1 participant)

What is the process for deciding that a student will participate in Honors Challenge?
· They all are encouraged and then by beginning of 2nd quarter those who really want it sign a contract or tell me  (7 participants)

· Students who didn’t sign up but I felt could benefit from HC, I contacted individually and encouraged to sign up (3 participants)

· We have yet to invite students to commit. So far, challenges have been offered to all students (3 participants)

· All HC assignments are optional for all students – only those “signed up” must do them. 21 participant)

· Students apply at the end of a semester or year for an “honors evaluation” of regular assignments. Reviewed by a panel of content area teachers. (1 participant)

What grade levels and content areas are accessing HC?
· 9th grade – English, History, Math, & Science (2 participants)

· 9th grade English (4 participants)

· 10th Grade Biology, English, Social Studies (1 participant)

· 9th grade: Science, Social studies, English (2 participants)

· 9/10 Humanities (SS & English) (1 participant)

· 9th grade math (1 participant)

· 10th grade English (1 participant)

· 9th grade science (1 participant)

Noble, which had no participants in this seminar, offers HC in all courses and all grade levels.

What is the process for developing, piloting, and implementing Honors Challenge in your school/class?
· Was developed and implemented as an integral part of 9th grade (heterogeneous) teams 3 years ago – revisions and refinements to assignments mostly happen through content departments (1 participant)

· Don’t know what our math department will do to implement (2 participants)

· A work in progress (so far I steal from others!) (5 participants)

· Fr. English teachers originally tried aligning for one HC option per quarter/unit (didn’t work out exactly that way…) (1 participant)
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