South Portland High School
9th Grade Honors Challenge Policy
Honors Challenge – Within each core course, students will have numerous opportunities to complete activities that explore curriculum in greater depth, extending and refining knowledge through higher-level thinking skills.  Honors Challenge work is intended to prepare students for honors level classes after freshman year by offering more complex work, which, on occasion, will involve additional work/assignments.

• Honors Challenges will be presented to all students during first quarter.  During the second week of the second quarter students will contract with their teachers and parents to participate in Honors Challenge second, third and fourth quarters.

• To achieve Honors Challenge status, students will complete all assignments as well as meet or exceed (Grade A or B) the standards for most of the honors assignments (number and type to be determined by individual departments) in the second, third and fourth quarters combined. Honors credit will be determined at the end of the school year as part of the student's final grade.

• Honors Challenge assignments may be revised and resubmitted, within a reasonable amount of time, to achieve the "meets" or "exceeds" level.  

• Students passing Math II in 9th grade will be given Honors Challenge status.  All other freshman math courses will include an Honors Challenge component (as determined by the math department).

Progress on Honors Challenge work will be reported informally during the year through parent and student contact and formally on the end of the year report card.
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