Fall 2009 SLC Cross School Seminar Descriptions and Dates
Classroom Motivation and Engagement

A common concern among many teachers across all disciplines and grade

levels is a lack of motivation and engagement in their classrooms.  While

a great deal of research has taken place within the past couple of decades

in the field of motivation and engagement, much of this research has not

found its way into the classroom.  For example, for years extrinsic

motivation has been considered to be detrimental to long-term learning. 

Research suggests that sometimes it is; but sometimes it isn't.  In

addition, a common belief among educators is that providing choice is also

motivating.  Once again, choice is motivating only when particular

conditions are met.  This course will take a theory and practice approach

and will focus on strategies to enhance motivation and engagement in the

classroom that are in line with the most current empirical findings. Facilitators: Kevin Perks, SAD 60; Mark Kostin, Great Schools Partnership
Dates:  Wednesday, October 21st, Wednesday, December 2nd, Thursday, February 11th

Technology Integration

Welcome to the 21st century! Your students now carry powerful learning machines everywhere they go. How does this impact teaching and learning?
This seminar will teach you how to use 21st century applications that are freely available, always "on," and very cool. These tools include blogs; wikis; RSS feeds; social bookmarks; Google Sites; PortaPortal; podcasts; Voicethread; Slideshare; Google Docs; Marvel; and Google Earth. Take advantage of student interest to teach 21st century skills seamlessly along with your content. Make the best use of the technology in our hands while engaging your classes in new, creative and efficient ways of exploring your curriculum. And along the way, have some fun learning with your southern Maine teaching colleagues. Facilitators: Connie Burns, Steve Koelker, Mahoney Middle School, South Portland; Mary Hastings, Great Schools Partnership

Dates:  Tech A- Thursday, October 22nd, Tuesday, December 1st, Thursday, January 28th


   Tech B-Tuesday, October 27th, Tuesday, December 8th, Thursday, Feb. 4th

Interdisciplinary Curriculum Design

This seminar will explore different approaches to designing an interdisciplinary unit based on a backwards-planning model that emphasizes student choice and performance assessment.  Included will be the development of essential questions and multiple entry points for students, as well as the creation of rubrics that align with course standards. Participants will also learn strategies for infusing technology and literacy strategies into the unit to enhance student learning. This seminar would work well for teams of two or more teachers who wish to work together and/or specialists who have a team to work with. Participants are expected to design and implement an interdisciplinary unit in at least one of your classes. Instructors: Heather Manchester, Poland Regional High School and Gerry Crocker, Great Schools Partnership.

Dates:  Tuesday, November 3rd, Thursday, December 10th, and Wednesday, Feb. 3rd.

Layered Teaching: An Approach to Differentiated Instruction  
This seminar will focus on the “Layered” approach to adjusting teaching to meet the different needs of different students within the same classroom that was developed by Kathy Nunley, a high school teacher and educational author. Participants will received a copy of her book, Layered Curriculum. Key aspects of this approach include greater student choice, higher student accountability for learning rather than for doing, and a grading system that rewards higher order thinking and independent learning. In addition, participants interested in developing Honors Challenge tasks will learn how to create “A” layer tasks that can serve that purpose. Through the three seminar sessions, each participant will be expected to develop one full unit that uses the Layered approach for at least one of their classes; participants who do not have the ability to do this due to curricular or grading system constraints should not register for this seminar. Facilitators: David Holinger, Lewiston High School; Mark Kostin, Great Schools Partnership. 
Dates: Friday, October 23rd, Thursday, December 3rd and Wednesday, February 10th 

